WEBINAR
Bridging the Gap on Land Governance and Tenure along the
Urban-Rural Continuum
Thursday, 26th of July 2018 (via Webex)
15:00h CEST / 16:00h Nairobi Time / 9:00 AM EDT
Duration: 1 Hour

Background
Developing countries are facing irreversible urbanization trends with significant impact on the way land is
accessed, used and managed.
The increased flow of knowledge, economic activities and information between urban and rural areas has
blurred the lines of what is traditionally urban land and what is rural land. Strict land use distinctions and
classifications are becoming more and more difficult and irrelevant, and this requires re-thinking and
transformation in the way land is regulated, valued, transacted (land markets) and put to fruitful use.
The weakness of both policy and planning systems related to land management and their tremendous
transformation has particularly visible effects in peri-urban areas. Increasing land conflicts are evident at
the intersection between rural and urban land with consequences both socially and economically due to
a lack of security of tenure and integrated spatial planning mechanisms. Migration, increased food
insecurity, obstacles to land acquisition for public infrastructure and development and the optimum use
of public lands are some of the key challenges encountered.
Unfortunately, little knowledge and expertise has been produced so far to guide decision makers and local
authorities responsible for land management in this context.
Within an increasingly urbanizing world, there is renewed interest in ensuring that complementary and
mutually reinforcing development across rural, peri-urban and urban areas is an integral part of emerging
global regional frameworks, such as the Agenda 2030, the New Urban Agenda and the African Land Policy
declaration.
It is time to raise awareness and to develop comprehensive land policies and frameworks to deal with
land along the urban-rural continuum, if the world does not want to witness the sprawl of unplanned,
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inefficient and unsustainable urban agglomerations that negatively affect rural development rather than
catalysing and accelerating it.

Objectives
The webinar is part of the activities of the Global Donor Working Group on Land and may be broken into
series.
The main objective of the Webinar is to review critical land governance and tenure security challenges
arising in peri-urban areas during the transformation from rural to urban, to guide policy and land
administration interventions.
During the session, it is expected that key land actors:





Share experiences and develop a common understanding of critical issues around land
governance and tenure security along the urban-rural continuum.
Explore opportunities for joint (social, economic, political) interventions to address some of
the key aspects characterizing the urban-rural linkages (e.g. value chain and flow of good,
migration, investment, infrastructure development, etc.)
Identify critical entry points to guide programming for donors and decisions makers.

Agenda
Harold Liversage, IFAD/Chair of the GDWGL, Introduction (3 mm)
Alain Durand-Lasserve
Land challenges in expanding sub-Saharan African cities in a context of rapid urbanization (12 min)
Geoffrey Payne
Economic and social impacts on land use transformation from rural to urban (12 min)
Harris Selod, World Bank, Discussant (5 min)
Q&A (28 min)
Oumar Sylla, UN-Habitat, concluding remarks and way forwards (3min)

Format of the Webinar
The 1 hour interactive session will encourage discussions based on few key presentations by experts who
will set the scene by giving their perspectives and help identifying the key aspects of the topic.
The session will be chaired by the Chair of the Global Donor Working on Land and attendance will be
opened to members of the GDWGL and other interested persons and institutions.
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Comments on the topic will be allowed for a short period after the webinar, to allow additional
contributions to the discussions, which will be incorporated in the final report on the webinar.

Biography of Presenters
Alain Durand-Lasserve is a Senior Research Fellow at the Centre National de le Recherche Scientifique
(CNRS), France. He is currently Associate Researcher in the Laboratory Les Afriques dans le Monde
(LAM), a joint research centre of the University of Bordeaux, the CNRS and the National Foundation for
Political Sciences, France.
His personal research topics are: methodological frameworks to analysing land and tenure situations and
dynamics; land markets and land delivery systems in cities in developing countries; urban land
management impacts of land and tenure on urban development dynamics and spatial expansion of cities;
tenure security policies for the urban poor; tenure regularisation and land titling in urban and peri-urban
areas.
During the past two decades, he has been mainly involved in research and consultancy in sub-Saharan
African countries on land and tenure issues and policies, for various bilateral development agencies, for
the UN and for the World Bank.
Geoffrey Payne (MSc, Dip.Arch. MRTPI, FRSA) is an urban development and housing consultant with
more than four decades of international experience. In addition to extensive academic experience, he
has undertaken numerous research and consultancy assignments for international agencies
including UN-Habitat, the World Bank and UK government. He has contributed to many international
conferences and published widely. Recent publications include: ‘Policy and Politics in urban land market
management: lessons from experience’ in Bredenoord, Jan; van Lindert, Paul and Smets, Peer (editors)
‘Affordable Housing in the Urban Global South’ Earthscan from Routledge, 2014. ‘Land Issues in
Rwanda’s Post Conflict Law Reform’ chapter 2 in Home, Robert (editor) ‘Local Case Studies in African
Land Law’ Pretoria University Law Press, 2011.
‘Social and Economic Impacts of Land Titling Programs in Urban and Peri-Urban Areas: A Short Review of
the Literature’ (with Durand-Lasserve, Alain and Rakodi, Carole in Lall, Somik, Freire, Mila, Yuen, Belinda,
Rajack, Robin and Helluin, Jean-Jacques (edtors) ‘Urban Land Markets: Improving Land Management for
Successful Urbanization’ Springer, New York, 2009.
Harris Selod: Harris Selod is a Senior Economist with the Development Research Group of the World
Bank. His current research focuses on urban development, including issues related to transport and land
use, as well as land tenure, land markets and the political economy of the land sector in developing
countries, with a specific interest in West Africa. His publications cover a variety of topics in urban and
public economics including theories of squatting and residential informality, the political economy of
transport infrastructure, the effects of residential segregation on schooling and unemployment, or the
impact of land rights formalization and place-based policies. He has been chair of the World Bank’s Land
Policy and Administration Thematic Group (2011-2013) and is currently leading a World Bank research
program on transport. Prior to joining the World Bank in 2007, he was an associate professor at the Paris
School of Economics and a researcher at the French National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA).
He holds a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Paris Panthéon-Sorbonne and graduated from the
Ecole Nationale de la Statistique et de l’Administration Economique (ENSAE).
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Oumar Sylla is Head of the Land and GLTN Unit in UN-Habitat since September 2015. Prior to joining
Land and GLTN Unit, Oumar served as a Senior Advisor in UN-Habitat’s Regional Office for Africa and
focal point for francophones countries. Before that, he was appointed as Chief Technical Advisor for UNhabitat Land Program in DR Congo (from 2009 to 2014). He also has experience with the European
Union framework, which he gained as a Land Policy Advisor in South Sudan and Burkina Faso (20062008) and he was a Researcher Fellow within the Laboratory of Legal Anthropology in Paris 1 Sorbonne,
mainly working on land and decentralization policies in West Africa (1999-2005). He was leading the
advocacy for incorporation of land related matters in the New Urban Agenda as head of the UN-habitat
land Unit.
Oumar holds a Master’s degree in Local Government Law from Saint Louis University in Senegal, as well
as two other MA’s: in African Legal studies and legal anthropology focused on land and natural
resources from Paris 1 Sorbonne and in Territorial Project Management from Paris 13 Creteil.

RSVP/ Contact
Please confirm your participation to Romy Sato, Secretariat of the Global Donor Platform for Rural
Development – romy.sato@donorplatform.org

Connecting to Webex
Please click here for detailed instructions on how to connect via Webex.
Choose one of the two options to join

via computer
1. Go to WebEx
2. If requested, enter your name (e.g. "Romy Sato, Platform secretariat") and email address.
3. If required, enter the meeting password: 1234
4. Click "Join".
via phone
1. Find a suitable global call-in number
Australia +61 29037 1692
Austria +43 125 302 1542
Belgium +32 2894 8317
Brazil +55 (0)800 892 2411
Denmark +45 3272 7723
Germany +49 (0)6925511 4400
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Finland +358 931 584349
France +33 17091 8646
Great Britain +44 203 478 5289
Hongkong +852 5808 1922
Ireland +353 152600 58
Italy +39 0230410 440
Netherlands +31 20794 7996
Norway +47 2103-5854
Sweden +46 85051 3563
Switzerland +41 43456 9564
Spain +34 91791 1283
South Africa +27 11019 7059
USA/Canada +1 631 267 4890
Click here for more global call-in numbers.
2. When connected use the access code: 705 879 107
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