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Financing Agrifood Systems Transformation:
Aligning multilateral, public and private 
investments



Session agenda

11:45 – 11:50
Welcome and scene-setting

11:50 – 11:55
Introductory key messages

11:55 – 12:15
Broader context: Strategic alignment of 
blended public-private and multilateral 
investments. (Interactive discussion)

12:15 – 12:35
Examples and solutions: Stories from the 
field and lessons learned (Presentation of 
case studies)

12:35 – 12:50 
Interactive Q&A

12:50 – 13:00 
Reflections and closing remarks



The human and 
economic costs of 
not transforming 
food systems are 

huge

The investments 
needed to 

transform food 
systems are not 

huge

Public finance for 
food and 

agriculture is tight 
and dwindling

There are 
substantial 
sources of 

financing that 
could be 

mobilized

Public financing must be catalytic

Public resources must be repurposed

Coordination is critical

The basic story



Costs of transformation

Total global GDP
US$106 trillion

The hidden cost of food: 
~US$12 trillion/year

Cost of malnutrition:
~US$5.3 trillion
(5% of global GDP)

Cost of transforming 
food systems: 
~US$400 billion/year  
(0.4% of global GDP)

Cost of achieving SDG2:
~US$33 billion additional/year
(0.03% of global GDP)



Private capital leveraged 
by blended finance: 
~US$240-500 million/year

Investing in transformation

Global agrifood sector 
US$12.7 trillion

Potential investment sources

Impact investingUS$1.57 
trillion

Climate financeUS$1.3 
trillion

RemittancesUS$905
billion

Agricultural supportUS$842
billion

Current investments

ODA to agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries: 
US$14 billion annually 
(5-6% of ODA, 
0.012% of global GDP)

Climate finance to 
agrifood sector: 
US$28 billion (<5%)

Investment by informal producers 
and SMEs in L&MICs: 
US$412 billion



ENABLING 
ENVIRONMENT

SMALL-SCALE PRODUCERS AND SMES

National 
government policies

International 
financial architecture

Food systems finance
networks monitoring 

and learning 

FINANCING STRUCTURES

Intermediary financing Technical support Value chain development

Product and service demand

Larger scale value chain actors (contracts, credit, services, advice)

BROKERING ACCESS TO FINANCE

Emerging ecosystem of innovative finance for food systems

MARKET DEMANDS 
FOR RESPONSIBLE 

INVESTMENT

Consumer demand 
for sustainable and 
socially responsible 

products and 
services

Sustainability
principles 

Corporate social 
responsibility

Reputational risk

Transparency and 
reporting

Bilateral donors 

Impact investors

Capital markets 

FoundationsDFIs

IFIs 

Private banks Agri-food corporations National governments

SOURCES OF FINANCING

InsuranceEquityLoans

Funds and blended finance mechanisms

ASSEMBLING FINANCE
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